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Douglas K. Handshoe

From: earning04 <earning04@gmail.com>
Sent: 01/02/2013 3:31 PM
To: dkhcpa@gmail.com
Subject: FW: Notice

 
 
From: Timothy Gillespie [mailto:timothy.gillespie@ns.sympatico.ca]  
Sent: 09/15/2011 8:29 AM 
To: Doug Handshoe; Joyce Case 
Subject: Fw: Notice 
 
fyi... 
  
----- Original Message -----  
From: Timothy Gillespie  
To: foodvacation Canada  
Sent: Thursday, September 15, 2011 10:25 AM 
Subject: Re: Notice 
 
Charlie & Vaughn, 
  
I have checked my email and voicemail systems and find no communications there with Doug Handshoe or Joyce Case-
Harlow, but I will be sure to save any that arise in the future. As you seem to implicate both Doug and Joyce in this so-
called  "conspiracy", I have copied them on this correspondence, so that they can understand the implications for 
themselves.. 
  
Regards, 
  
Timothy 
......................................................................................... 
Timothy Gillespie 
902.875.2202 
timothy.gillespie@ns.sympatico.ca 
  
----- Original Message -----  
From: foodvacation Canada  
To: Timothy Gillespie  
Sent: Thursday, September 15, 2011 9:43 AM 
Subject: Notice 
 
Timothy Gillespie: 
 
You have failed to retract false statements of facts in your Shelburne County Today publications. Taking them 
down did not equal retraction and/or apology. We have the original publications saved. 
 
We are putting you on notice not to destroy any documents or electronic information relevant to your 
publications about Trout Point Lodge, Vaughn Perret, and/or Charles Leary as well as your communications 
with Doug Handshoe, any persons you know to be publishing on the blog slabbed.wordpress.com, anything 
you have sent to "slabbed," and/or communications to and from Joyce Case-Harlow. 
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To understand what electronic information is, you may consult the Nova Scotia Civil Procedure Rules, Rule16 
to be found online at: 
http://www.courts.ns.ca/rules/toc.htm. It includes emails, voice mails, and online messages. 
 
We also advise you of our intention to take action against in a civil law suit in the Supreme Court of Nova 
Scotia. We advise you to seek legal counsel, and would also like to know if you or your legal counsel will 
accept service of a Notice of Action. 
 
Charles Leary & Vaughn Perret 
Trout Point Lodge, Limited 

On Thu, Sep 15, 2011 at 8:31 AM, Timothy Gillespie <timothy.gillespie@ns.sympatico.ca> wrote: 
Charles Leary 
Trout Point Lodge 
  
cc: Doug Handshoe, Slabbed 
  
Charles, 
  
While understanding your solicitude at the negative exposure Trout Point has had recently online, I would caution you not 
to see a bogeyman under every bed. I am in no way "conspiring" with Handshoe or anyone else. Before publishing a 
story based on your news release, and since he appeared to be the subject of your release (and the legal actions 
named therein) I sent a copy to Handshoe to see if he had any comments. You will find that this is a common practice for 
reporters. I would think that based on your most recent criticisms of my stories, you would welcome my attempts to gain 
a balanced approach to this story provoked by a release from you. Not hearing back from Handshoe, I published a story. 
http://shelburnecountytoday.wordpress.com/2011/09/15/trout-point-pushes-back-at-blogger/ 
  
I am not nor ever was conspiring with Handshoe and, should you ever have the opportunity to question him on the 
matter, he will readily confirm this. There is nothing underhanded in my methodology here and I have never posted 
anything on the interent or elsewhere anonomously - or tried to trick someone with a "fake" news release. I seem to recall 
that, in the past, you were never bothered by my publishing stories in the past based upon your news releases.  
  
I suggest you limit your attacks to those who might be truely adversarial and not be windmill-tilting at those of us who are 
merely watching this sordid drama play itself out before us. 
  
So that I shan't bear the burden of further accusations of conspiracy from you or other quarters, I have copied this email 
to Doug Handshoe also. 
  
best regards, 
  
Timothy  
......................................................................................... 
Timothy Gillespie 
902.875.2202  
 
timothy.gillespie@ns.sympatico.ca 
  
----- Original Message -----  
From: foodvacation Canada  
To: Timothy Gillespie  
Sent: Wednesday, September 14, 2011 11:45 PM 
Subject: Re: slabbed 
 
Timothy:  
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The "press release" issued by Trout Point Lodge today didn't really go out to the news media. 
 
It was only sent to one email address other than the one belonging to Trout 
Point: timothy.gillespie@ns.sympatico.ca.  
 
The slabbed blog has now published it in full a few hours after it was sent to you. This was a test to see if you 
were conspiring with Mr. Handshoe. 
 
We are frankly once again shocked by your behaviour and doubly over by your hatefulness and bigotry. We 
thought of you as a friend in the local community. 
 
You will be hearing from us again, using public and civil methods rather than the anonymous, underhanded, 
and cowardly ones you have used. 
 
Charles 
 
 

On Fri, Sep 9, 2011 at 12:12 PM, Timothy Gillespie <timothy.gillespie@ns.sympatico.ca> wrote: 
Charles, 
  
Thanks for the note.  because I do not have the time right now to sort out the "he said, he said" situation at hand, and 
am busy with other web issues, I have pulled the posts for the nonce. On another issue, I have also found the anti-gay 
slurs offensive. 
  
tg   
----- Original Message -----  
From: foodvacation Canada  
To: Timothy Gillespie  
Sent: Friday, September 09, 2011 10:11 AM 
Subject: Re: retraction 
 
Hi Timothy:  
 
Thank you for the corrections.  
 
There are still a few problems. It is not our burden to correct your statements of fact after you have 
already published them, but referring readers to slabbed as a source of reliable information goes 
beyond the pale. Your linking to the blog and republishing his headlines constitutes a republication 
of his defamatory statements. 
 
We also ask that you remove the photograph of the lodge, which is the creative property of Trout 
Point Lodge, Limited.  
 
Fact: there was a litigation--with claims and counterclaims--involving ACOA. This was settled 
amicably in 2009, but only after the Nova Scotia Court of Appeal stated, in a proceeding in which I 
was the appellant, that: 

[22]         One can understand the appellants’ exasperation and confusion with the way in which 
this case has unfolded. The record here is not stellar. At the hearing counsel for ACOA 
admitted that the process and progress to date has been "abysmal". I need not particularize 
its shortcomings in order to deal with what I see as the principal and narrow issues on appeal. 
Dr. Leary's excellent submissions make it clear that the appellants' complaints are hardly 
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frivolous and deserve a hearing. However, the issues raised in their defence and counterclaim 
are matters to be determined at trial, where the evidence from both sides can be tested in the 
crucible of cross-examination on the witness stand. Our disposition of this appeal will clear 
away the procedural debris so that the parties may pursue their litigation, with dispatch. 

There is no current litigation with ACOA and the record on slabbed misrepresents the facts and is 
defamatory. You are now republishing this defamation. 
 
Fact: content on slabbed has been found by a judge of the Nova Scotia Supreme Court to be prima 
facie defamatory. The same judge also found:  

the blogs contain comments based on the actual or perceived sexual orientation of 
the intended targets. Those comments are clearly meant to be derogatory and insulting. I will 
not reproduce them here. It is the type of expression that engenders harmful results such 
as discrimination and hatred. It is not the type of free expression that deserves protection 
and fostering. 

It's not my place, but if you would like to see the transcript of the decision, it's in the file for the 
Doug Handshoe litigation. 
 
slabbed is replete with threats and anti-gay hate speech. The blog's owner is harassing us. We are 
truly shocked that you would want to promote such speech. We had considered you a friend and 
ally in the local area. 
 
All of this results from journalists in the New Orleans area mistakenly identifying Trout Point Lodge 
as Aaron Broussard's property, thus embroiling us in a political corruption scandal where we didn't 
belong. The major reporter of this news--The Times-Picayune Newspaper-has corrected once, 
retraced and apologized twice--once before settlement of our dispute and once after. The 
first  retraction appeared in print on the front page, above the fold, and also online. A retraction 
means that what they said was not the case.  
 
We have never denied that Aaron Broussard owned adjacent properties or that Trout Point Lodge 
provided rental management services to him. We state this in our law suit. Is this illegal? Is there 
some mystery to uncover about rental management services? The very same Times-Picayune 
newspaper reported that Aaron was an adjacent land owner in 2001 and it's been public knowledge 
in the local area. The conspiracy theories of slabbed are just that, but what is truly harmful is the 
blog's blatantly defamatory statements and anti-gay aspersions. 
 
We will continue to defend our reputations using the civil means of the legal system, and we will 
prevail against Douglas Handshoe, the owner of the blog. We trust that we will not have to take 
further steps against you and that our friendship will remain intact. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Charles Leary 
 
On Fri, Sep 9, 2011 at 8:23 AM, Timothy Gillespie <timothy.gillespie@ns.sympatico.ca> wrote: 
charles, 
  
thanks for the suggested corrections. I have revised the post accordingly 
  
best, 
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Timothy Gillespie 
----- Original Message -----  
From: foodvacation Canada  
To: Timothy Gillespie ; Timothy Gillespie ; Timothy Gillespie  
Sent: Thursday, September 08, 2011 10:29 PM 
Subject: retraction 
 
Hi Timothy: 
 
Vaughn said he tried to speak with you tonight. Don't worry about calling us back. You might check the 
definition of erstwhile. I had to look it up. As for as we know, we are still hoteliers. 
 
In essence, there are a few major misstatements of fact in your article on Shelburne County Today: 
 
1. After a threat to sue from Trout Point’s lawyers, the Times-Picayune retracted one of its stories connecting 
Broussard to the lodge. 
First, we prosecuted this ourselves. No lawyers. 
Second, there was no threat. We brought a civil action against the Times-Picayune and  others in accordance 
with our legal rights. We did not threaten.  
Third, The Times-Picayune did not retract just one story. It retracted specific statements of fact on 2 
occasions in January, 2010 and April, 2011. 
2. Broussard is an owner (as tenant in common with Leary and Perret) of at least one large vacation home 
adjacent to the Lodge, but records show that recently the title was shifted to show the pair as owners.  
We were never tenants in common with Aaron Broussard on any property anywhere in the world. The record 
was not "shifted" to "show" anything.  
3. On August 9, 2011, we did not file a notice that we intended to sue Doug Handshoe. We filed a Notice of 
Action against Doug Handshoe. This is public record. 
4. I have never sued a goat breeder anywhere in the world for breach of contract or anything else. I had no 
involvement whatsoever in the Condalary lawsuit against Alan Bitter and others. I was mentioned in the 
claim without my knowledge. 
5. Finally, we are not "being sued in Nova Scotia Supreme Court by ACOA for an unpaid $100,000 loan for 
a failed goat cheese operation in the Yarmouth area." 
 
The last statement of fact, in particular, is egregious given the public record available. 
 
We request a retraction. 
 
Best, 
 
Charles Leary 
 

 
 

 


