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Zach Scruggs is back behind bars this morning after he allegedly was seen out and about 
on the Square on Tuesday while on his way to a halfway house in Tupelo. 
 
Zach Scruggs was traveling from a federal prison in Forrest City, Ark., to the halfway 
house where he was being transferred to finish his 14-month sentence. He’s been in 
prisonfor his role in a scheme to bribe a circuit court judge that landed himself and four 
others in prison, including his father, famed trial attorney Richard “Dickie” Scruggs. 
 
On the day he was being transferred from Forrest City to the Community Corrections re-
entry facility in Tupelo, Zach Scruggs was spotted around Oxford. 
 
Several Oxford residents contacted The EAGLE saying they had seen Zach Scruggs “out 
and about” on the Square during lunch on Tuesday. At the time, the Bureau of Prisons 
said it was “unlikely” Scruggs was spotted in Oxford because he was to report directly to 
the facility in Tupelo. 
 
The Bureau of Prisons had allowed Scruggs to get a ride to the Tupelo facility instead of 
being escorted there by prison officials. He apparently stopped at the Square to have 
lunch with his family, which, according to his attorney, Cal Mayo, was consistent with, 
and not in violation of, his furlough. 
 
“Mr. Scruggs left the facility in Forrest City on the morning of Feb. 24, with the 
obligation to report to the house in Tupelo by 2 p.m.,” Mayo said in an e-mail. “He 
arrived at the house in Tupelo at 1:45 p.m., 15 minutes early. He was not late for his 
designated arrival in Tupelo. In route (sic), Mr. Scruggs ate lunch in Oxford.” 
 
Mayo said he has no idea why the Bureau of Prisons issued a warrant for his client’s 
arrest.  
 
“BOP (Bureau of Prisons) contacts do not work on the weekends,” he said this morning. 
“We have no further word about why Mr. Scruggs has been transferred to the Lafayette 
County Detention Center, how long he will be there or when he might be sent back to the 
halfway house. We are hoping to get it figured out soon.” 
 
Scruggs was brought to the Lafayette County Detention Center by the U.S. Marshal’s 
Office, but someone answering the phone there this morning said Mr. Scruggs was being 
held by the Bureau of Prisons. 
 
Mayo said no warrant was issued for Scruggs. 
 
“The BOP has not notified Mr. Scruggs of a hearing related to his transfer,” Mayo said. 
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“We are working in cooperation with the BOP to determine the reason for Mr. Scruggs’ 
change in status.” 

 


