
1State Farm’s quest for documents from Rigsby dates considerably farther back.  See, e.g., [111] State
Farm’s May 30, 2007 motion to compel production of documents/things by Cori and Kerri Rigsby, and the Court’s
order [563] regarding that motion.      

2The Scruggs Katrina Group represented Plaintiffs at that time.   

3See pleadings filed by Forensic Analysis & Engineering Corp. (FAEC) regarding the personal computer of
its former employee, Nellie Williams, beginning with motion [603] filed  October 8, 2008 and concluding on
November 9, 2007 with the withdrawal of all motions regarding same, upon the announcement that Plaintiffs had
settled their claims against FAEC.  The Court notes that to date, no dismissal of FAEC as a defendant has been filed.  

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF MISSISSIPPI 

SOUTHERN DIVISION

THOMAS C. McINTOSH and
PAMELA McINTOSH PLAINTIFFS

VERSUS CIVIL ACTION NO. 1:06cv1080-LTS-RHW

STATE FARM FIRE AND CASUALTY
INSURANCE COMPANY, et al. DEFENDANTS

ORDER

Before the Court is [1210] an emergency motion filed by Cori Rigsby seeking

modification of the Court’s order [1208] regarding documents recovered from Rigsby’s

computer, stay of production of the documents ordered produced, and a protective order

regarding documents which may be subject to Judge Acker’s order.  

The controversy over Cori Rigsby’s “crashed” computer and whatever documents might

be retrievable from it dates back to at least October 11, 2007,1 when State Farm was first advised

by Cori Rigsby that she was unable to respond to State Farm’s subpoena for documents because

her computer“crashed” several weeks earlier.  State Farm immediately moved to compel

production of the computer.  Because the Court had just encountered improper actions by then

counsel for Plaintiffs2 regarding another computer,3 the Court ordered on October 25, 2007, that
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4See DOCKET ANNOTATIONS entered 10/26/2008 and 10/29/2008. 

Rigsby’s computer be immediately forwarded to the Court, and established a procedure for the

selection of an impartial expert to examine the computer and retrieve therefrom such information

as was possible.  Although the Thursday, October 25, 2007 order required that the computer be

immediately packaged and sent to the Court via Federal Express Overnight delivery, the hard

drive of the computer was not received until Monday, October 29, 2007.4  The order indicated

State Farm would be required to execute a protective order with respect to any confidential and

unrelated information obtained from the computer.  The costs of that examination were to be

equally shared by the parties involved in the motion.  The Court clarified the October 25, 2007

order on November 19, 2007, to provide that counsel for Cori Rigsby be allowed to examine

recovered information for the purpose of preparing a log of information which might be

privileged, confidential or irrelevant prior to distribution of recovered documents to State Farm.   

The original examination met with limited success, and on March 7, 2008, the Court gave

Notice [1161] to the parties of its intent to appoint a master to handle the computer for purposes

of securing any further expert examination.  No objection was filed, and by order [1167] entered

March 27, 2008, the Court appointed W. Raymond Hunter to serve as Master for these purposes.

State Farm has borne the entire cost of the additional examination which yielded the documents

now at issue, including the Master’s fees.  Mr. Hunter secured the services of expert Jeff Parmet.

On May 23, 2008, the Court entered an order regarding initial results of Mr. Parmet’s  

examination of the computer, and forwarded to Rigsby’s counsel a CD containing the data

recovered, giving counsel until June 16, 2008 to identify any privileged information and provide

counsel opposite and the Court a privilege log with respect to any such documents.  Counsel filed

notice of submission of documents in camera on June 16, 2008 [1207].  Five of the documents
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5This 76-page document, titled “Engineers Roster - Cat PL”appears to be the same as the one recovered by
Seagate from Rigsby’s computer and submitted to the Court on April 17, 2008 for determination as to whether it
need be produced.  Every one of the 76 pages is plainly marked “State Farm Insurance Confidential Proprietary
Information,” and the Court sees no reason whatsoever to keep State Farm from having its own documents which
Cori and Kerri Rigsby stole while they were employed to work on State Farm Katrina claims.  Frankly, the Court was
under the impression that it had already ordered production of the State Farm “Engineers Roster - Cat PL.”  

6The discovery deadline was November 1, 2007, and the parties have been granted leave to conduct certain
specific discovery beyond that date.  

submitted are listed on the privilege log, and one was submitted due to counsel’s concern that it

might fall within the prohibition of Judge Acker’s December 2006 injunction.5  Rigsby’s counsel

interposed no objections to any other documents on the CD.  In order [1208], the Court agreed

that the documents listed on the privilege log need not be produced, but ordered production of

the remainder of the documents retrieved from the computer, and instructed the Master to have

Mr. Parmet make additional CDs with the privileged documents deleted, for that purpose.  

Rigsby’s counsel requests that he be allowed to provide State Farm with “only relevant

non-privileged documents from the CD which are responsive to its subpoena,” rather than having

the Court provide the parties the CD with privileged documents deleted.  Counsel asserts other

documents on the CD are Rigsby’s private, confidential documents which have no relevance to

the matters at issue in this litigation.  Upon further consideration, the Court has decided to allow

Rigsby’s counsel to designate as “confidential” those documents which are claimed to be

confidential, and to provide those documents to the Court for in camera review and

determination as to whether they should be withheld from production.  The Court will allow

Rigsby’s counsel until 12:00 noon on Monday, June 30, 2009 to accomplish this task.  Because

this case is on the October 6, 2008 trial calendar, the Court gives counsel advance notice that it

may order such document(s) produced subject to a protective order to maintain confidentiality,

and may shorten the time for seeking review of the order to conclude these discovery issues.6  
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7According to Cori Rigsby, her computer did not “crash” until September 2007.  

Finally, Rigsby’s counsel urges the Court to enter a protective order regarding documents

which may be subject to Judge Acker’s order, to avoid putting counsel or Rigsby in the position

of violating the injunction.  Counsel expresses concern that he and his client may have violated

the injunction simply by providing the State Farm documents recovered from Rigsby’s computer

to this Court for in camera review.  It appears to this Court that a greater concern might be that

since Rigsby was ordered in December 2006 “to deliver forthwith... all documents... in any form

or medium...,” the mere presence of the State Farm documents on Cori Rigsby’s computer

indicate an ongoing violation of the injunction ever since that time.7  This Court will not enter a

protective order to preclude State Farm from discovering the State Farm documents Rigsby stole. 

It is therefore, 

ORDERED that the motion to reconsider is granted in part and denied in part.   

SO ORDERED, this the 23rd day of June, 2008.  

/s/ �� � ���� � ���������	 
�����������	 
����                     
ROBERT H. WALKER

                    UNITED STATES MAGISTRATE JUDGE 

Case 1:06-cv-01080-LTS-RHW     Document 1213      Filed 06/23/2008     Page 4 of 4


